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LORD ROBERT CECIL 
will address an open meeting at 
SYMPHONY HALL, BOSTON, 
Wednesday, April 25, at 8 P. M. 
Auspices of the Foreign Policy Association, 
The League of Nations Non-Partisan Association 
and the World Peace Foundation 


Tickets 25 Cents, $1 and $2, from World Peace | 
Foundation, 40 Mt. Vernon St., Boston 


Periodical*Diviston, 
, ‘ 
Library’ O&. Congress, 


Washington, D. C. 


THE LEAGUE AND THE RUHR 


ENATOR GEORGE W. PEPPER, long 
one of the bitterest opponents of the 
entry of the United States into the League 
of Nations under the existing covenant, 
has now come out with a public declaration 
that in his judgment the time has come for 
the United States to apply for entry into 
the League, subject to changes in the cove- 
nant which would insure that the League 
will attempt to “achieve world peace 
through conference rather than by coer- 
cion.” His change of attitude is due first, 
he explains, to the record of the League 
to date, showing that it has not sought to 
be a super-state, “an internat‘onal-steam- 
roller, and an engine of political manipula- 
tion”; and second, to his conviction from 
the “sane and statesmanlike utterances 
of Lord Robert Cecil,” (whom he considers 
a spokesman for the League) that there 
is nothing in.such a proposal of changes 
in the Covenant “at all inconsistent with 
his (Lord Robert’s) views.” 


Lord Robert, he says, “appears to recog- 
nize that centralized international force is 
not actually available, even if theoretically 
desirable, and that in the process of con- 
ference lies the only hope of peace.”’ 


Senator Pepper seems to believe that the 
Covenant of the League should be recast, 
particularly those clauses which, literally 
interpreted, might make it a League to 
Enforce Peace—a league “with teeth.” 
The articles in question have so far never 
been invoked, but it would perhaps sim- 
plify matters if the United States were to 
signify its willingness to adhere to the 
Covenant with reservations to the effect 
that the League is not to employ force 
against the United States, and that the 
United States on the other hand could not 


be called upon to exert force without the 
sanction of Congress. 

This declaration of faith from such a 
source is one of the most significant 
public statements in the interest of inter- 
national co-operation that has been made 
for the last four years. Let us accept it 
as such and be thankful. Certain of the 
ardent pro-League newspapers have al- 
lowed themselves a good deal of caustic 
comment on Senator Pepper’s elated dis- 
covery that the League is not what it 
never has been. This is as though a doc- 
tor were to jeer at a fever patient) for re- 
sponding to his treatment. If every 
convert to the cause of international co- 
operation must face an attack-from friends 
of the League as well as from the irrecon- 
cilables, it will be a hardy and courage- 
ous man indeed who will announce a 
change of front. Senator Pepper’s state- 
ment, even with its careful reservations, is 
welcome as a concrete evidence of the feel- 
ing frequently voiced by many, but with 
too little tangible proof, that sentiment in 
this country is swinging toward the 
League idea. And he will carry many 
with him. CHRISTINA MERRIMAN. 


HE SITUATION in the Ruhr has 

reached a state of trench warfare, with 
no immediate settlement in sight. The 
last two weeks have been marked by vari- 
ous proposals, among them that of Baron 
Von Rosenberg, the German Foreign Min- 
ister (based on Secretary Hughes’ speech 
at New Haven last December), for an in- 
ternational fact-finding commission of 
business men to ascertain, (1) how far 
Germany has fulfilled her obligations; (2) 
her ability and readiness to fulfill them in 
the future; and (3) the manner of ful- 
fillment. 


There is a rumor that Berlin has in- 
formed the English, American and Italian 
Governments that it is prepared to accept 
the findings of such commission. 

In the meantime the French chamber 
adjourned on March 30 for five weeks, 
leaving Poincaré a free hand, with almost 
absolute power and responsibility. M. 
Loucheur has just returned from a con- 
ference with British officials in London. 
An attachment of French soldiers fired 
(Mar. 31) upon an attacking mob of work- 
ers at Essen, killing six and wounding 
thirty—the first serious outbreak of vio- 
lence. General Degoutte has issued an 
order summoning all railway workers in 
the Rhineland and Ruhr to return to work 
under penalty of expulsion. 


The attempt of Germany to float a gold 
treasury note loan of $50,000,000 has been 
unsuccessful, only fifty or sixty per 
cent of the amount needed having been 
subscribed. This may be partly due to the 
ruling of the Reparations Commission, 
that while Germany is legally entitled to 
raise the loan, if possible, she could not 
legally guarantee repayment to subscrib- 
ers, except by special action of the Com- 
mission when the loan was due, as the 
Reparations Commission under the Treaty 
of Versailles has a lien on German re- 
sources. 

Senator Henri de Jouvenal, one of the 
important leaders of French opinion and 
an outstanding figure in the League As- 
sembly, has proposed a reparations plan 
under which Germany’s payment would be 
reduced to about $10,000,000,000, and the 
claims for pensions renounced by the Al- 
lies, subject to the cancellation of the 
American and Inter-Allied debts. This 
last condition is in line with other import- 
ant proposals from French sources—Poin- 
caré, Loucheur and Briand. 

Perhaps the most interesting of the 
many rumors flying about is that the 
British representatives will insist at the 
next meeting of the League of Nations 
that the adjustment of Franco-German 
difficulties be referred to the League. 

In the meantime, L’Ocuvre states that 
the cost of living in France has advanced 
15 per cent since the occupation of the 
Ruhr. 


School for League Speakers 


HE League of Nations Non-Partisan 

Association and the Woman’s Pro- 
League Council have announced a joint 
school for speakers on the League of Na- 
tions to be held April 23-28 inclusive. 
Among the lecturers will be Professor 
Manley O. Hudson, Mr. Charles Zueblin, 
and Mrs. Jackson Fleming. Those inter- 
ested may register and obtain further 
particulars from the Woman’s Pro-League 
Council, 8308 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
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Echoes of the April 2nd Dinner 


T HAS been impossible to reply to all of 

the letters that have reached this office 
in regard to the Cecil dinner. It was in- 
evitable that those who were seated in the 
side ballrooms should be disappointed, 
especially when their reservations were 
made early. In justice to them and to us 
the following explanation is perhaps due: 


Invitations were mailed to members 
Friday night, March 9. In our first mai! 
Monday morning we had over 1,200 reser- 
vations to care for, with the specially in- 
vited guests of the Association and friends 
of Lord Robert Cecil. The Grand Ball- 
room seats 1,000. The seating arrange- 
ments were made by a committee which 
dealt as fairly as possible with the appli- 
cations. As it was, a number of import- 
ant people were perforce seated in the 
annex. We appeal to the spirit of fair 
play and sportsmanship of our members 
in accepting the decision of the Committee 
on Arrangements. 
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